
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF  
 
Barbara Blanchard – Executive Director  
Barbara was one of the founding members of MEGA representing Tompkins County. 
Her current position as Executive Director of the Alliance is the culmination of a career 
as a professional planner focused on inter-municipal cooperation and partnership 
associations that bring together government and the private sector. She served on the 
City of Ithaca Common Council for 4 years and on the Tompkins County Legislature for 
12 years. She is a graduate of Cornell University with an MRP in Regional Planning and 
received the American Planning Association 2001 Distinguished Leadership Award for 
Elected Officials.  
 
Stuart Stein –Director of Special Projects  
Stuart is one of the founding members of MEGA helping launch the organization when 
he served as the Chairman of the Tompkins County Legislature in the 1990's and 
serving as MEGA Executive Director until 2006. He graduated from MIT with degrees in 
both city planning and architecture.. He practiced city planning for many years, and was 
elected as a Fellow of the American Institute of Certified Planners in 2000. Currently he 
is a Professor Emeritus in City and Regional Planning at Cornell University where he 
taught for more than 30 years. As Director of Special Projects, he oversees MEGA’s 
energy conservation and renewable energy resource initiatives.  
 
Ronald Feldstein –President  
Ron served as Treasurer of the MEGA Board for several years before being elected 
Vice-President in 2007; president in 2008. He has a long history with the State University 
system as a graduate of SUNY Brockport with an MA from SUNY Albany. For 32 years 
he worked as an Administrator at SUNY Oneonta. Ron was a 5-term member of the 
Otsego County Legislator from 1998-2007and was Vice-chair from 2005-07. He has also 
chaired the Otsego County Empire Zone Board. He has been a member of the Unatego 
Central School Board and the Catskill Symphony Board of Directors and he is past-
president of the Oneonta Kiwanis Club. He is currently Associate Broker, Prudential Fox 
Real Estate Oneonta and Cooperstown.  
 
Douglas W. Barton – Vice President  
Doug was raised in Tioga County and has been the Director of the Department of 
Economic Development & Planning for Tioga County since 2003. After obtaining his B.A. 
from Mansfield University, he spent ten years in the Material Handling industry. Doug 
became Tioga County’s Director of Real Property in 1995 where he served until moving 
to the position of Economic Development & Planning. He serves on a number of local 
boards, is President of the Tioga County Local Development Corporation and Chairman 
of the Tioga County Empire Zone Administrative Board.  
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Michael Stamm – Secretary  
Michael is President of Tompkins County Area Development, the organization 
responsible for management of the County’s Industrial Development Agency plus 
conception and implementation of many local economic development initiatives. He is a 
graduate of Syracuse University and holds an MA in Economics from the University of 
Buffalo. He serves on the County Workforce Investment Board, the NYS Economic 
Development Council, Cornell’s Center for Technology, Enterprise & Commercialization, 
the Council of Development Finance Agencies and the International Economic 
Development Council.  
 
Steve L. Hoover - Treasurer  
Steve has been a practicing Certified Public Accountant in New York State since 1986 
and is Chemung County’s Director of Finance, a position he has held since 1991, and is 
Vice President of the Chemung County Tobacco Securitization Corporation. He is a 
graduate of SUNY Fredonia with an MS in Community Service Administration from 
Alfred University. In addition to his County responsibilities, Steve is Treasurer of the 
Southern Tier Library System and Treasurer of the Southern Tier Figure Skating Club. 
He is also a Youth Soccer Coach in the Chemung Valley Soccer Association.  
 
David Allen  
David has served as Livingston County Central Services Supervisor since1993, and is 
responsible for maintenance, engineering, and utilities operations for all county facilities. 
He is a member of the Workplace Violence Prevention Committee and advises all county 
departments on State Building Code and safety requirements. After receiving his B.S. in 
Electrical Engineering from The College of New Jersey, he held management positions 
in the maintenance and engineering departments with divisions of United States Steel 
Corporation and Unilever. He resides in the Village of Lima with his wife Catharine who 
is the Director of the Town of Lima Public Library.  
 
James Burpoe 
Jim brings a wide variety of experience to his position as Commissioner of General 
Services for Orange County. After graduation from Minisink Valley High School, he 
served in U.S. Army Intelligence from 79-82. Following Army service he worked asa 
police officer before starting a computer company with $2,000 growing the business to 
gross sales of over $3.0 million a year before selling it to his employees.  He is a 
member of Rotary International, Leadership Orange, Literacy Volunteers of America and 
NIGP – the Institute for Public Procurement. Married 24 years with two children, Jim and 
his wife will be celebrating their 25th anniversary in December. 
 
Mary Pat Hancock  
Mary Pat has served Genesee County as Chair of the Legislature since 2001. She is 
President of the New York State Association of Counties, Vice-President of the 
Rochester Regional Transportation Board and represents Genesee County on the Board 
of the Inter-County Association of Western New York, the Workforce/Economic 
Development Governing Board. A graduate of SUNY Brockport, the University of Buffalo 
and Northwestern University, she had a distinguished career in education as a 
Counselor at Batavia Senior High School and continues to be active in organizations 
focused on pre-school and early intervention.  



 
 
Mark Taylor 
Mark Taylor retired from Corning Incorporated at the end of 2009 as Director, 
Photovoltaic Technology Assessment. In this role he managed external collaborations 
and the intellectual property portfolio. His education spans a BA in Chemistry - Carleton 
College, a PhD in Geology - Stanford and an MS in Management of Technology - MIT.  
With Corning for 31 years, Mark has held a variety of technical, commercial and 
management positions and he is currently on a special project assignment to Corning. 
He volunteers as President of the Science and Discovery Center and as project 
manager for the Humane Society of Schuyler County. He also serves as a technician for 
the Schuyler County Board of Elections. 
 
Jack Wheeler 
Jack serves as Steuben County’s Deputy County Administrator, a position he has held 
since 2010. Prior to joining county government in 2008, he was a Security Consultant, 
IBM Global Business Services, Public Sector  in Washington, DC. With degrees in 
Business Administration from SUNY Geneseo and an MPA from James Madison 
University, Jack has developed special competencies in security issues. Publications 
include papers on homeland security policy and challenges around transportation of 
hazardous materials. Recently married to wife Jeannie, Jack is an avid golfer and is 
active in community youth activities. 
 


	Ronald Feldstein –President

